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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -1 8 have been examined. 

Priority 

2. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in parent Application No. P2002- 
298292, filed on 1 1 October 2002 in Japan. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 10 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 

invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 10 and 18 are directed to a computer program product. However, the 
computer program product is software, per se to one of ordinary skill in the art. There is 
no element positively recited as part of the computer product in the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

7. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pare, Jr. et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,662,166) 

As per claims 1-4, 9 f 11-12 and 17, Pare, Jr. et al. discloses an information 
management system/method comprising: 

an information management apparatus ("Party Identification Apparatus (PIA)" in 
fig. 1 , 3, 7) for producing an authentication image to be used to authenticate a user ("the 
payor submits a bid biometric sample obtained from their physical person by the PIA's 
biometric sensor. The PIA determines that the biometric sample is non-fraudulent, and 
then translates and compresses that biometric sample into a format suitable for rapid 
transmission to the DPC" - e.g. col. 15, lines 26-31), and an information processing 
terminal ("an integrated LCD screen 14" in fig. 1 ) for displaying the authentication image 
provided by the information management apparatus ("information such as the amount of 
a transaction, the identity of a payee, the list of credit/debit accounts for a payor to 
select from, or other transaction-related information is displayed using an integrated 
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LCD screen 14..." - e.g. col. 8, line 64 - col. 9, line 2. Please note the list of credit/debit 
accounts for a payor to select from corresponds to Applicant's the authentication image 
since Pare Jr. et al. discloses in col. 15, lines 35-39, "the DPC identifies the payor, and 
retrieves the list of credit/debit accounts that the payor has previously registered with 
the system and then displays on the screen".), wherein the information management 
apparatus comprises: 

generating means for generating a first authentication image based on a 
predetermined original image ("the payor submits a bid biometric sample obtained from 
their physical person by the PIA's biometric sensor. The PIA determines that the 
biometric sample is non-fraudulent, and then translates and compresses that biometric 
sample into a format suitable for rapid transmission to the DPC" - e.g. col. 15, lines 26- 
31), 

authenticating means ("Data Processing Center 22" in fig. 4) for authenticating 
the first authentication image which is provided by the information processing terminal 
through a control device that controls the reading of an image displayed on the 
information processing terminal ("...the PIA transmits the biometric or biometric-PIN to 
the DPC for identification,... The DPC identifies the payor using the biometric sample, 
and retrieves the lists of credit/debit accounts that the payor has previously registered 
with the system, and transmits this list back to the PIA..." - e.g. col. 15, lines 32-41), 
and 

display control means for displaying a second authentication image instead of 
the first authentication image displayed on the information processing terminal 
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when the authenticating means verifies that the first authentication image is 
authentic ("The PIA displays the list of credit/debit accounts to the payor" - e.g. col. 15, 
lines 42-43 and "information such as the amount of a transaction, the identity of a 
payee, the list of credit/debit accounts for a payor to select from, or other transaction- 
related information is displayed using an integrated LCD screen 14..." - e.g. col. 8, line 
64 - col. 9, line 2), 

wherein the information processing terminal comprises: 

acquisition means for acquiring the first authentication image ("the payor submits 
a bid biometric sample obtained from their physical person by the PIA's biometric 
sensor. The PIA determines that the biometric sample is non-fraudulent, and then 
translates and compresses that biometric sample into a format suitable for rapid 
transmission to the DPC" - e.g. col. 1 5, lines 26-31 ), 

second providing means for providing the information management 
apparatus with the first authentication image, displayed by the display means, 
through the control device (The DPC identifies the payor using the biometric sample, 
and retrieves the lists of credit/debit accounts that the payor has previously registered 
with the system, and transmits this list back to the PIA..." - e.g. col. 15, lines 32-41), 

wherein the display means ("an integrated LCD screen 14" in fig. 1) displays the 
second authentication image instead of the first authentication image when the 
information management apparatus verifies that the first authentication image 
provided by the second providing means is authentic ("The PIA displays the list of 
credit/debit accounts to the payor" - e.g. col. 15, lines 42-43. Please note the list of 
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credit/debit accounts for a payor to select from corresponds to Applicant's the 
authentication image since Pare Jr. et al. discloses in col. 15, lines 35-39, "the DPC 
identifies the payor, and retrieves the list of credit/debit accounts that the payor has 
previously registered with the system and then displays on the screen".). 

Pare, Jr. et al. does not disclose expressly that first providing means for providing 
the information processing terminal with the first authentication image generated by the 
generating means and display means for displaying the first authentication image 
acquired by the acquisition means. However, Pare, Jr. et al. discloses "information 
such as the amount of a transaction, the identity of a payee, the list of credit/debit 
accounts for a payor to select from, or other transaction-related information is displayed 
using an integrated LCD screen 14..." - e.g. col. 8, line 64 - col. 9, line 2). 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention that first providing means for providing the information processing terminal 
with the first authentication image generated by the generating means and first 
authentication image (the biometric sample) is transaction-related information, which is 
displayed using an integrated LCD screen 14. 

The motivation of doing so would have been to "assure that any biometric input 
gathered from the biometric sensor is from a real physical person, instead of a copy or 
replica"", as taught by Pare, Jr. et al. (col. 8, lines 15-17) and helps to "determine the 
biometric sample is non-fraudulent, and then translates and compresses that biometric 
sample into a format suitable for rapid transmission to the DPC", as taught by Pare, Jr. 
et al. (col. 15, lines 28-31) 
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As per claim 5, Pare, Jr. et al. discloses an apparatus as applied above in claim 
3. Pare, Jr. et al. further discloses wherein the generating means generates the first 
authentication image containing first amount information based on a first amount of 
money already paid by the user (e.g. col. 15, lines 42-61). 

As per claim 6, Pare, Jr. et al. discloses an information management method as 
applied above in claim 2. Pare, Jr. et al. further discloses wherein the generating 
means subtracts an amount spent by the user from the amount represented by the first 
amount of information when the authenticating means verifies that the first 
authentication image is authentic, and generates the second authentication image 
containing a second amount of information based on a resulting remaining amount of 
money (e.g. col. 15, lines 42-61). 

As per claim 7, Pare, Jr. et al. discloses an apparatus as applied above in claim 
3. Pare, Jr. et al. further discloses wherein the first authentication image and the 
second authentication image constitute a continuous scene (e.g. col. 8, lines 64-67 and 
col. 15, lines 42-44. Please note there is no interruption between displaying the first 
authentication image and the second authentication image. Therefore, they constitute a 
continuous scene.) - 

As per claim 8, Pare, Jr. et al. discloses an apparatus as applied above in claim 
3. Pare, Jr. et al. further discloses wherein each of the first authentication image and 
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the second authentication image is one of a still image and a moving image ("biometric 
sample" - e.g. col. 15, line 26 and "the list of credit/debit accounts" - e.g. col. 15, lines 
42-43 are both still images). 

As per claim 10, Pare, Jr. et al. discloses the claimed method of steps as applied 
above in claim 9. Therefore, Pare, Jr. et al. discloses the claimed computer product for 
carrying out the method of steps. 

■s 

As per claims 13-14, Pare, Jr. et al. discloses a terminal as applied above in 
claim 1 1 . Pare, Jr. et al. further discloses wherein the first authentication image 
contains a first amount of information based on a first amount of money already paid by 
the user and wherein the second authentication image contains a second amount of 
information based on a remaining amount which is obtained by subtracting an amount 
spent by the user from the amount represented by the first amount of information (e.g. 
col. 15, lines 42-61). 

As per claim 15, Pare, Jr. et al. discloses a terminal as applied above in claim 
1 1 . Pare, Jr. et al. further discloses wherein the first authentication image and the 
second authentication image constitute a continuous scene (e.g. col. 8, lines 64-67 and 
col. 15, lines 42-44. Please note there is no interruption between displaying the first 
authentication image and the second authentication image. Therefore, they constitute a 
continuous scene.). 
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As per claim 16, Pare, Jr. et al. discloses a terminal as applied above in claim 
1 1 . Pare, Jr. et al. further discloses wherein each of the first authentication image and 
the second authentication image is one of a still image and a moving image (e.g. col. 
15, lines 42-61). 

As per claim 18, Pare, Jr. et al. discloses the claimed method of steps as 
applied above in claim 17. Therefore, Pare, Jr. et al. discloses the claimed computer 
program for carrying out the method of steps. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. (See PTO-892) 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Y. Vu can be reached on (571) 272-3859. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
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